Social roles in captive vervet monkeys (Cercopithecus aethiops sabaeus).
Behavior clusters were identified through factor analysis of individual behavior profiles over time and across groups of different composition in a captive vervet monkey (Cercopithecus aethiops sabaeus) colony. The six resulting factors were assessed through examination of (1) the behaviors contributing to each factor, (2) the properties of the factors across groups, and (3) the distribution of individuals along the factor dimensions. Three of the clusters were judged to represent the social roles of Control Male, Control Female, and Subordinate and the other three described the behaviors associated with the developmental stages of yearling (Playful-Protected), juvenile female (Infant focus) and juvenile male (Sex-Play).